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	Whereas,
	The American Legion Family is founded upon service to veterans, servicemembers, their families, and our communities; and

	Whereas,
	Modern military and veteran families include stepfamily relationships, and stepchildren and stepparents may share lifelong parent-child relationships even when legal adoption is not possible or appropriate; and

	Whereas,
	Current American Legion Auxiliary membership eligibility recognizes qualifying grandparents, parents, siblings, spouses, and direct or adopted descendants, but does not recognize step-relatives solely through the stepfamily relationship; and

	Whereas,
	Stepchildren are already recognized for certain purposes elsewhere within The American Legion Family, including Sons of The American Legion membership and certain American Legion programs; and

	Whereas,
	Federal requirements applicable to veterans' organization auxiliaries may restrict the American Legion Auxiliary's ability to recognize stepfamily relationships for membership eligibility, requiring examination of the statutory, regulatory, tax-exempt-status, and organizational requirements involved; now, therefore, be it

	Resolved,
	That American Legion Auxiliary Unit 15, Department of Florida, requests that the appropriate Department and National authorities examine the statutory, regulatory, tax-exempt-status, and organizational requirements affecting recognition of qualifying stepfamily relationships for American Legion Auxiliary membership eligibility; and be it further

	Resolved,
	That the appropriate authorities, in consultation with The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, and appropriate legal and tax counsel, determine what changes, if any, would be necessary to permit qualifying stepfamily relationships to establish American Legion Auxiliary membership eligibility without jeopardizing the Auxiliary's tax-exempt status; and be it further

	Resolved,
	That if federal statutory or regulatory change is determined to be necessary, the appropriate American Legion Family authorities consider pursuing such change through established legislative and organizational processes; and be it finally

	Resolved,
	That this resolution be forwarded through the appropriate Department and National channels for consideration.




SUPPORTING STATEMENT
Recognition of Qualifying Stepfamily Relationships in American Legion Auxiliary Membership Eligibility
Purpose
This proposal requests that The American Legion Family examine the current exclusion of step-relatives from American Legion Auxiliary membership eligibility and determine what legislative, regulatory, or organizational changes would be necessary to recognize qualifying stepfamily relationships for Auxiliary membership purposes. It does not ask any Unit, Department, or the American Legion Auxiliary to disregard current eligibility or federal tax-exempt requirements.
Why This Matters
Stepchildren and stepparents may share lifelong parent-child relationships even when legal adoption is impossible or inappropriate. Current Auxiliary eligibility does not recognize a step relationship by itself. The issue is therefore whether the applicable rules should be examined and, if appropriate, changed through the proper organizational, regulatory, or legislative process.
Existing Recognition of Stepchildren
Stepchildren are already recognized in other parts of the military and Legion-family landscape. Sons of The American Legion membership recognizes stepsons, and certain American Legion programs recognize stepchildren. Qualifying stepchildren are also recognized as military dependents under applicable Department of Defense requirements.
The Question Presented
The immediate question is not whether an Auxiliary Unit can begin admitting step-relatives under current rules. It cannot. The question is what statutory, regulatory, tax-exempt-status, or organizational requirements create the restriction, who has authority to change them, and whether The American Legion Family should consider pursuing an appropriate change.
Requested Action
Forward the resolution through the appropriate Department and National channels so the relevant authorities can examine the legal and organizational requirements, consult appropriate legal and tax counsel, and determine what changes, if any, could permit qualifying stepfamily relationships to establish Auxiliary membership eligibility without jeopardizing tax-exempt status.
Prepared by: Jennifer McGregor, American Legion Auxiliary Unit 15, Dade City, Florida
Full proposal: Attach Proposal_Stepfamily_Eligibility_ALA_Revised(4).docx (8 pages) as supporting documentation.
